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Shopping Carts 
The first thing I considered when looking 
at shopping carts, should I buy one off 
the shelve, or build it myself.  I did little 
reading and soon concluded that I 
agreed with Irene Blush of Quora who 
stated, “[i]n short, stay away from a 
custom built ecommerce store, since you 
may screw something up … ” (Irene 
Blush).  

So what are the options buy package? What are the costs, more in terms of risk and time 
investment  than off the shelf pricing? What features are offered? Who has the most proven 
track record? 

I started doing some searching (I’ve posted my searches at the end of this article), and very 
quickly found a typical “not much help” result.  PC did offer a nice list of features on a few top 
names (Juan Martinez) , but mostly I found the typical barrage of marketing information without 
much in the way of feature lists and illustrations that really tell what the product can do for you 
can do for you. 

My net conclusion is to go for it. Find a cart that lets you use your own domain name, and install 
in on a subdomain ( you own mydomain.com, install the shopping cart in 
ecommerce.mydomain.com) and try it.  If you already have a hosting company, they probably 
have some you can use for free. Get some experience, and if you don’t like what you’ve got, 
then at minimum you’ve built up some experience and have the vocabulary and background 
need to ask the “stupid” questions you didn’t even think of the first time around. 

For me?  I host at GoDaddy and DreamHost. I’m not too enthralled with GoDaddy, and their 
shopping cart was not rated too highly in the PC Mag (Juan Martinez) results, so I did a bit of 
validation on Zen Cart, free at DreamHost. Not highly rated either, but it got a 3+.   Apparently 
no Android or iPhone App solutions. There does seem to be some ability to customize. I’ll give it 
a whirl and  focus on a mobile first responsive site and see where that leaves me.  
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Internet Searches 
Here’s the internet searches I did and the articles I accessed while researching this paper. I 
keep these largely for my own reverence, and offer them to you in the hopes it will make your 
life easier!  :)  

● online shopping carts compared 
○ The Best E-Commerce Software | PCMag.com 
○ Best Shopping Cart Software Reviews & Comparisons | 2019 List of ... 

● monetizing websites 
○ 11 Ways to Monetize Your Website - Shopify 
○ How to Monetize a Website: Proven Ways to Make Money 
○ The Ultimate Guide for Website Monetization in 2019 
○ Website monetization - Wikipedia 

● create an online shopping cart 
○ Create your Free eCommerce Website with Freewebstore 
○ Creating an Online Shopping Cart - Network Solutions 
○ Online Store Builder – Create an Ecommerce Store with Shopify 
○ Mozello - Create your online store in just 20 minutes, for free 

● dreamhost shopping cart 
○ Zen Cart – DreamHost 
○ Create a Shopping Cart - Suggestions - DreamHost Community 
○ Start an Online Store in 1 Hour with WooCommerce - DreamHost 

● online shopping carts build vs buy 
○ Is it better to custom build your own shopping cart or use ... 
○ Should My B2B Company Build or Buy an E-Commerce Platform ... 
○ Should My B2B Company Build or Buy an E-Commerce Platform … 

● Zen Cart ratings 
○ Zen Cart Reviews: Overview, Pricing and Features 
○  
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